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(used with permission of Ken Polsson-ken.polsson@bbc.org)
Portions from "Chronology of Events in the History of Microcomputing" by Ken Polsson
Timeline of MicroComputer Industry Events
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COMPUTER SYSTEMS

& OTHER HARDWARE

Bill Gates and Paul Allen
found Microsoft

Apple is incorporated.
Microsoft sales hit $500,000
Microsoft has 5 employees

Microsoft moves 
to Bellevue, WA 3Com Founded

12/80

Apple goes public Compaq Computer Corp. is founded Borland is founded by Philippe Kahn. Steve Wozniak returns to Apple. Bill Gates is a Billionaire

Microsoft
goes public
$2.75/share

Compaq makes its 1 millionth personal computer
US Court rules that Microsoft 
violated patents held by Stac 

Microsoft stock 
hits $100 / share

The Apple I board is sold in kit form Zilog introduces its Z-80 microprocessor

Intel unveils its 
8085 CPU chip

Seattle Computer Products 
makes the first prototype of its 
8086 microprocessor card 

Intel's iAPX 432 
32-bit processor is created.

National Semiconductor announces the 32000 chip, the
first commercial 32-bit microprocessor.  
Speed is 60,000 ops/sec. It uses 2300 transistors.

Motorola adds the 68020 
32-bit processor to its line.

Intel announces the 
16-MHz 80386 microprocessor. Motorola announces the 68030 microprocessor.

Motorola unveils the
68030 microprocessor.

IBM introduces the 10-MHz 
80286-based  IBM PS/1 systems.

Intel debuts the i486SX chip. Intel debuts the 486DX2 CPU.

Motorola Corp. ships the 
first PowerPC 601 chips.

Motorola produces the first 
copies of the PowerPC 603.

IBM introduces the 100MHz PowerPC 601 and 604 processors
and the 66-MHz and 80-MHz PowerPC 603 processors.

Intel 200 Mhz Pentium?

The National Semiconductor 
SC/MP 8-bit 
microprocessor appears

The Western Digital 
MCP-1600 3-chip CPU 

Intel releases its 
8086 microprocessor.

Intel introduces the 
8088 microprocessor. 

Motorola's 68000 16-bit 
microprocessor appears

Intel introduces the 
80286 microprocessor

Intel announces the 
80186 microprocessor.

Intel introduces the 
80186, 80188 and 80286 Motorola unveils the 88000 processor.

AMD releases their 
386DX/40  CPU.

Intel introduces its 
60-MHz Pentium processor.

IBM introduces its clock-tripled 
25/75MHz Blue Lightning
486 based processor.

Intel ships its clock-tripling 
Intel DX4 Processors,

Intel confirms that about 2 million pentium chips
have been shipped with a defective floating-point unit.

Intel ships
200 Mhz Pentium chips

iCOM advertises their "Frugal Floppy" 
in BYTE magazine, an 8" floppy drive,
selling for US$1200

Apple delivers its first Apple II system
6502 CPU, 4KB RAM, 16KB ROM, keyboard, 8 slot motherboard,
Game paddles, BASIC, graphics, $1300.

Apple's first printer,
the Silentype,
is introduced

Morrow Designs advertises the 26 MB 
DISCUS M26 hard drive system for $5000

Apple introduces its first hard drive,
the 5MB ProFile, for US$3500

Davong Systems introduces its 5MB 
Winchester disk drive for the IBM PC
for $5000.

Apple introduces the 
Macintosh, for US$2500.

IBM PC AT
6 Mhz CPU
20 MB /512 RAM for $6694

Apple introduces the UniDisk 3.5, a double-sided 3.5" disk
drive capable of storing 800 KB per disk.

IBM introduces the PC RT, including a
40 MB Hard Disk for $11,700.

HP LJ Plus
Released

Apple's Macintosh II offers a 40MB drive
and one 800 KB floppy drive for $5500

NeXT, Inc. unveils the first NeXT computer 
It features a 256 KB magneto optical drive.

Microsoft Ships
Powerpoint

Hewlett-Packard's introduction 
of the LaserJet IIP breaks the 
$1000 street price barrier.

Insite Technology ships a 21MB 3.5"
optical disk drive to system vendors. Apple launches the Performa Line.

Gateway's "Big Kahuna" sells for $2995
66mhz 486DX2 processor, 8 MB RAM, 
340 MB Disk Drive and CD Drive

IBM's Power PCs offer
540 MB of disk space. Power Computing offers Mac Clones

Microsoft Fortran ships
VisiCalc, the first commercial spreadsheet program,
is released by Software Arts, Inc. for the Apple II.

Software Publishing releases
PFS:File, a simple database manager

Microsoft introduces Multiplan (its first spreadsheet)

Lotus 1-2-3 ships

Ashton-Tate releases Framework
an integrated software package

Microsoft Chart, a graphics program
for PCs and Macs ships

Lotus releases 1-2-3 version 2; supports 
spreadsheets up to 4 million characters.

Word for Windows 1.0 Ships

Excel
Released

Microsoft releases Excel for the PC
Word 4.0 for the PC and Word 3.0 for the Mac.

Lotus releases 1-2-3 version 3

Delrina's Winfax Pro 2.0 voted Best
Fax package of the year (1991)

KIDASA Software releases Milestones, Etc. 3.0
for Windows 3.0.  Users love the new customizable
toolbox and on-screen scheduling.

Lotus Introduces Freelance 2.0

Lotus Organizer 
enjoys success

SmartSuite 96
introduced by Lotus

PC Computing gives Milestones, Etc.
a 3-star rating, recommending it as a
low-cost project manager.

The first word processing program for  microcomputers,
Electric Pencil by Michael Schrayer, is released.

Wayne Ratliff develops the Vulcan 
database prgram (Ashton-Tate later
markets it as dBASE II).

Microsoft begins collaborating with Apple
to develop software for the new Macintosh computer.

WordPerfect is introduced. It becomes 
the #1 in its category in the late 1980s.

Microsoft releases Word 1.1 dBase III ships

Microsoft Excel
is announced.
for Macintosh

dBase III Plus Ships
(a network version)

Software Publishing Corporation introduces
Harvard Presentation Graphics.

Microsoft ships Microsoft Bookshelf.
Its first CD-ROM Application.

KIDASA Software releases
Milestones, Etc. Version 2.0

Apple announces QuickTime software.

KIDASA Software releases 
Milestones, Etc. 3.1

Microsoft ships Microsoft Encarta

Milestones, Etc. rated one of the top 100
products of 1996 by Windows Magazine

MicroPro releases WordMaster
the predecessor to WordStar

Dan Brincklin and Bob Frankston
write VisiCalc for the Apple II

Dbase II, the early industry-standard 
database program is released.

Infoworld reviews MS-DOS
products for the first time.

Microsoft releases Word 1.0 Microsoft releases Microsoft Project

Microsoft releases Word 2.0
including a spell checker.

Microsoft announces Works
for the Macintosh

Microsoft acquires Forethought
(publisher of PowerPoint)

Softpro releases Milestones, Etc. 1.0
the first easy to use Gantt charting program 
for Windows 2.0. Softpro is renamed KIDASA Software

Aldus releases Pagemaker 5.0

KIDASA Software releases Milestones, Etc. 4.0

KIDASA Software releases Milestones, Etc. 4.5
and Milestones Simplicity 1.0

KIDASA Software releases 
Milestones, Etc. 5.0

Microsoft licenses Unix from Bell labs.
Begins developing Xenix, a microcomputer version.

MS-DOS 3.1 
is released.

Quarterdeck ships 
DESQview 2.0.

OS/2 1.0

Microsoft and IBM ship 
OS/2 1.1 Standard Edition 
with Presentation Mgr.

       4 Million 
      Copies of
Windows 3.0 Sold

Microsoft ships
Windows NT. Apple releases System 7.1.

     Microsoft announces the 
       name of its upcoming 
Windows upgrade: Windows 95.

MITS announces availability
of BASIC 2.0 for its Altair 8800,
in 4K and 8K editions.

  CP/M Operating System
       Demonstrated at the
Altair Computer Convention

Microsoft announces Microsoft BASIC
for the Intel 8086

Microsoft agrees to develop 
MS-DOS for IBM's upcoming PC.

Xerox introduces the Star workstation
with its GUI interface

Mouse Systems introduces the first commercial 
mouse for the IBM PC.

Digital Research 
announces  GEM

Microsoft ships 
Windows 1.0. IBM's Top View 1.1 ships.

IBM announces
Operating System/2 (OS/2)

IBM strongly endorsed Windows for low end PC's
and Microsoft publicly endorsed OS/2 as the 
future platform for higher-end PCs.

Windows 3.0
     Ships

Microsoft DOS 5.0
 is released. Windows 3.1. Ships

Microsoft introduces 
MS-DOS 6.0 

Microsoft ships Windows 
for Workgroups 3.11  

Microsoft ships 
Windows NT 3.5.

Microsoft releases Windows 95.

Microsoft moves Windows 95
and Windows NT to a common
"core"

QDOS v0.10 shipped by 
Seattle Computer Products 

VisiOn
Microsoft formally announces 
Microsoft Windows.

IBM announces 
TopView

OS/2 Announced
by Microsoft & IBM

Microsoft announces 
Windows 2.0.

Windows/386
announced

Windows/286  
and /386 2.1 ship

Microsoft introduces .
Russian MS-DOS 4.01

Microsoft Announces
        Windows NT IBM releases OS/2 v2.1.

Microsoft releases MS-DOS 6.21 removing
DoubleSpace disk compression.

Digital Research copyrights CP/M, its industry-standard
microcomputer operating system, created by
company founder Gary Kildall.

A group of Apple engineers is given a demo of Xerox PARC's
Alto computer system, in exchange for the Xerox Development
Corporation buying 100,000 Apple shares for US$1 million.

MS-DOS 1.0
released.

MS-DOS 1.1 
is released

MS-DOS 2.0 
is released.

IBM and Microsoft begin 
co-developing OS/2.

MS-DOS 3.0 
is released. MS-DOS 3.2 ships. IBM announces DOS 3.3. IBM ships DOS 4.0 Next releases NextStep v1.0.

Apple releases its System 7.0 
Macintosh operating system

Microsoft releases 
MS-DOS 6.2.

   Shipments of 
     Windows
Exceed 40 million

First Annual World Altair
Computer Convention is held in
Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Tandy opens its first
dedicated computer center

Apple sells US$48 million 
Microsoft 1981 sales: $16 million
Microsoft has 125 employees

1983 Microsoft sales: $69 Million
Microsoft now has 383 employees

1984: Apple sells $1.9Billion
Compaq sells $329Million
IBM ships 60% of all PCs

1985: IBM Ships 53% of all PCs

1986: Apple sells $2.3Billion
IBM ships 40% of all PCs 1988: Apple sells $4Billion

9.8 million single-user computers are sold, of which
8.0 million(US$25 billion) are Intel -based PCs, and 
1.3 million (US$2.9 billion) are Macintosh systems.

Microsoft launches its first 
TV advertising Campaign.

Gateway 2000 ships
 its 1 millionth PC.

Estimated worldwide shipments 
of personal computers:$38.8 million

More than 100 million shares of
Microsoft stock are traded, with
a price between $45 and $50M.

Byte Shop opens in Mountain View, CA
one of the first computer stores in the US

Computer Shack opens its first store.
Later changes name to ComputerLand

The first PC Expo
in New York City

The first Comdex 
in Las Vegas

Apple sells US$96 million worth of computers.
Total sales of personal computers in the US:  US$900 million
3 million (US$2.9 billion) are Macintosh systems.

Microsoft 1982 sales: $34 Million
Microsoft now has 200 employees 1983: IBM ships 500,000 PCs Microsoft sales >$140Million

1987 Microsoft Sales: $300 Million
Microsoft now has 2000 employees

1988 Microsoft Sales: $590 Million
Employees: 2800

1989: Apple sells $5.3Billion Apple sells $5.5 Billion

Microsoft reports first US$1 billion sales quarter.
Apple's net sales hit 
a record US$8 billion.

Worldwide shipments of workstations: 779,385
World wide shipments of PCs: 46.5 million.

Apple Computer Co. is formed,
          on April Fool's Day

Apple moves from Jobs' garage to
an office in Cupertino California

Apple sells US$700,000 worth of computers

1979 Microsoft's 
sales US$1 million

1980 Microsoft
sales: $8 million

Microsoft becomes
Microsoft, Inc.

900,000 PCs shipped
worldwide in 1981.  

1984 Microsoft sales: 
>$100 million

Steve Jobs resigns
      from Apple

1986 Microsoft sales: $197 Million
Microsoft has grown to 1200 employees

Compaq sales for the year: $1.2 Billion

1989 Microsoft sales: $803.5M
employees: 4000

1990 Microsoft Sales: 1 Billion
employees: 5200

IBM reports a year-end loss
of $564 Million on revenues
of $64.8 Billion

IBM reports a year end loss of $4.96 Billion on 
revenues of $64.5 Billion

Disk drive maker Seagate reports sales of 
US$3.5 billion for the past year. IBM acquires Lotus Development Corporation

MITS unveils the Altair 680, based on
the Motorola 6800 microprocessor

Apple introduces the Disk II, a 5.25" floppy
disk drive linked to the Apple III by cable.

Tandy/Radio Shack
introduces the
TRS-80 Model II

One month later, 10,000 TRS-80s
have been sold.  

Seagate (formerly Shugart) announces the 
first Winchester 5 1/4 inch disk drive.

Apple unveils the Apple III

Apple runs a full-page ad in the Wall Street Journal
with a headline that reads, "Welcome IBM.  Seriously."

Compaq's first portable computer has
             one 5 1/4 inch disk drive.

IBM ships the IBM PCjr.

Compaq introduces the Compaq Deskpro.

Hewlett-Packard introduces
 the LaserJet laser printer.

First NEC Multisync

Compaq introduces the Compaq Portable II.

IBM announces the IBM PC-XT Model 286. Compaq introduces its first notebook PC, the Compaq LTE

Tandy introduces its low-cost 
CD-ROM drive for PCs.

Apple introduces the 
Macintosh Quadra 950

IBM introduces its ThinkPad 
laptop computer.

Windows Eclipses  DOS!!

Apple anounces the Newton MessagePad.

More than 20.6 million
CD ROM Drives Shipped

Toshiba is the top portable computer
Compaq comes in second, IBM third

MITS advertises the
$500 Altair 8800 computer 
for US$439 in kit form.

Commodore .unveils its PET computer.  
6502 CPU 4KB RAM, 14KB ROM, 
keyboard, display and tapedrive for $600.

Epson announces the MX-80 dot matrix printer,
which established a new standard in high
performance with low price for printers.

Texas Instruments
unveils the TI-99/4

First Radio Shack store is opened
in Fort Worth, Texas

IBM announces the 
    IBM 5150 PC 

The Apple Dot Matrix Printer is introduced

The IBM PC/AT (with a 20 megabyte disk drive) 
is released. Cost: $6700

Apple unveils the Apple IIc

Apple 2C Released
IBM announces the IBM 
PC Convertible

Compaq introduces the 
Compaq Deskpro 386.

IBM introduces its Micro 
Channel Architecture (MCA) Apple Introduces the Apple IIc Plus.

236,000 
CD Drives
Shipped

9600 Baud 
Modems become
common

486 is the
must have
PC system Apple introduces the Powerbook 145

  Pentium PCs
begin to appear

IBM demos its first 
Power PC RS/6000 workstation.

Gateway's top laptop sells for $5599. 
(120 mhz Pentium, 40mb RAM,  1.2 gb disk
4xCD, fax-modem & SuperVGA screen

HP announces 
PCL 6 printers

IBM's Entry Level Systems unit unveils 
the IBM 5100 Portable Computer.

Shugart announces its 5.25"
"minifloppy" disk drive for US$390

Vector Graphic Inc. introduces 
the Vector Graphic I system

Seagate is founded in 
Scotts Valley, CA

Apollo introduces a line of workstations
using the Motorola 68000

Osborne 1
portable computer
is introduced

Media Distributing advertises a 44 MB disk drive
for $4400.; 22 MB for $3600 and 11 MB for $2700

The IBM PC/XT (with a 10-megabyte 
hard disk!) is released

Hitachi ad for 3 " compact floppy drive:
"It's clear that the 3 " floppy will become
the new standard".

Apple introduces the 
Apple LaserWriter printer.

MS DOS 3.2 ships.  It can now
addresses up to 32MB of hard disk.
adds support for 3.5" 720KB Floppies.

Gateway 2000 ships its first PC.

Typical PC :
640 KB 286
RAM: $150/MB

33MHz 386 systems
"fastest systems ever"

NEC Technologies unveils the first 
triple-speed CD-ROM drive

Apple ships the Macintosh 
Quadra 610 DOS Compatible.
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